
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

JULY 20, 2026 
 

The Jesup City Council met in a regular council meeting on Monday, July 20, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in Jesup City Hall, 

791 6th Street, Jesup, Iowa. Public access to the meeting was accessible through YOUTUBE from a computer, 

tablet, smartphone, or telephone.           

 

Mayor James Masteller called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Members were present: Denny Bell, Cindy Gosse, Andrew Hamilton, and Craig Wright.               

Absent: Merritt Jones. 

 

Motion by Wright, seconded by Gosse, to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4:0. 

 

Mayor Masteller questioned the claim for David Becker Electric in the amount of $8,088.15.  Public Works 

Director Michael Fetthether stated this claim is for the electricity in the Veterans Park to light flagpoles and a lift 

to replace brackets in the downtown park.  Councilmember Bell spoke regarding the applications for Waste 

Collector’s licenses.  Bell would like to limit the licenses approved this year to the three that are within this 

consent agenda.  Motion by Bell, seconded by Wright, to approve and adopt the following items on the consent 

agenda. 1. Approve the minutes of July 6, 2026, regular city council meeting.  2. Approve the City Clerk reports. 

3. Approve the claims and give directions to pay.  4.  Approve liquor license applications – Lucky Wife Wine 

Slushies.  5.  Approve the application for Waste Collector’s licenses – Thomas James, Kluesner Sanitation, and 

Waste Management.  These three Waste Collector’s licenses will be the only three that are approved this fiscal 

year.  Roll Call: Ayes: Bell, Gosse, Hamilton, Wright. Nays: None.  Motion carried 4:0. 

 

CLAIMS PRESENTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL FOR JULY 20, 2026  

  

WARRANTS WRITTEN SINCE THE JULY 6, 2026, MEETING:    

Accounts Payable Payroll ACH - 7-10-2026      24,759.85  

Farmers State Bank Payroll Taxes - Federal, Medicare, Social Security        8,069.65  

Employee Benefit Systems Claims processing/self-funding            85.00  

Leverage Banners           259.99  

      

CLAIMS PRESENTED FOR JULY 20, 2026      

5K SPORTS SHIRTS – AMB           263.99  

AMAZON PANTS/HOLSTER/SHIRTS/SHOES - PD           603.43  

AYDEN WOLF WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - WA            80.68  

BCEDC FY27 DUES        7,267.40  

BMC  FLAGPOLE SAND VETERANS PARK            24.18  

BOUND TREE MEDICAL SUPPLIES - AMB           404.52  

BUGSY'S PEST CONTROL - ALL           240.00  

CHAD'S PLUMBING CHURCH ST SEWER EXT - WW      20,780.00  

CHICAGO CENTRAL LEASE JESUP PARK           500.00  

CITY LAUNDERING MATS, MOPS, RAGS, TOWELS-CH, ST, WA,WW           397.20  

D & S PORTABLES MONTHLY RENTAL - PK        2,000.00  

DAVID BECKER ELECTRIC FLAGPOLE/LIGHT REPAIR LIFT        8,088.15  

DIANNA WALKER WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - WA            63.50  

DISPLAY SALES FLAGS/WIRE/BRACKET - PK, VP           652.00  

DUSTI KOONTZ WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - WA            56.21  

EMC INSURANCE GRASS TRUCKS - FD        2,597.00  

ESCAPES TREES - VETERANS PARK        3,850.00  

FEHR GRAHAM ENGINEERING         3,295.00  

GORDON FLESCH COPIER CONTRACT/OVERAGES - CH            69.90  

HAWKINS CHLORINE - WA           901.52  

HOME DEPOT TRASH BAGS - PK           127.25  



INTOXIMETERS DRYGAS - PD           135.00  

IOWA DNR ANNUAL WATER SUPPLY - WA           269.97  

JESSIE STUDEBAKER REFUND RENTAL FEE - COMM RM           100.00  

KLUESNER JULY CARDBOARD           230.00  

METERING AND TECHNOLOGY METERS - WA           319.94  

MICROBAC  DRINKING/WW ANALYSIS - WA, WW        1,940.75  

MIDWEST BREATHING REPAIR PARTS - FD           565.39  

MYERS POLARIS OIL/FILTER - ST           129.99  

NICOLE'S VINYL CREATIONS SIGNS/BANNER RAGBRAI           688.00  

O'REILLY BATTERIES/DETAIL TOWELS - FD           651.71  

PETERSON HARDWARE TAPE/PARTS/KEY - PK, WA            71.89  

PETTY CASH REPLENISH POSTAGE - AMB, CH, PD, WT            47.80  

PREMIER TECHNOLOGY MONTHLY IT - CH, PD, WA, WW           605.70  

PRINSCO TILE/COUPLERS/SHOVELS - ST, WW           550.71  

RACOM ADAPTER/CABLE - AMB            56.90  

ROBERTS, STEVENS, PRENDERGAST LEGAL FEES - CH        1,093.75  

ROLING FORD 2026 GRASS TRUCKS - FD    151,110.00  

SCHUMACHER ELEVATOR ANNUAL MAINTENANCE - CH        1,609.70  

SIMMERING-CORY IOWA CODIFICATION ANNUAL WEB HOSTING - CLRK           450.00  

THOMAS JAMES GARBAGE - ALL            44.00  

TIM DAVIS PEST/WEED CONTROL - PK           728.35  

UMB BANK 2022 BOND REG           600.00  

VISU-SEWER SANITARY MAINTENANCE CLEANING - WW      13,903.62  

WEX FUEL - ALL        2,809.51  

TOTAL     230,974.61  

 
CITIZEN INPUT 

None 
 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Mayor Masteller questioned the status of the ambulance by-laws.  Councilmember Hamilton questioned the old 
containers for recycling that are still located at the street shop.  The city attorney will be contacted to address the 

recycling containers at the street shop.  Councilmember Gosse questioned the number of calls that are outside of our 
ambulance district.  Councilmember Bell would like the city to address the inflow and infiltration of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.  Bell questioned warranty work that needs to be completed at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
project.  The council would like the engineer and general contractor to come to the next city council meeting.     
Motion by Hamilton, seconded by Gosse, to accept the department reports. Motion carried 4:0. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Marcy Ruckdaschel spoke regarding funding for the Trap, Neuter and Return (TNR) program for community cats.  
Ruckdaschel would like the city to set aside $5,000.00 this year to fund the program.  Ruckdaschel has set up an 
account at Bank Iowa, and a council member could have access to the account to make sure the funds are spent 
properly.  Ruckdaschel stated there are at least six colonies of stray cats in the city.  There are probably over 100 stray 
cats that need neutered.  This TNR program is only for City of Jesup stray cats.  Ruckdaschel stated that all the 

shelters are full and do not accept cats.  Mayor Masteller recommended that the city fund the TNR program with 
$2,000.00 to get started.  Bell questioned euthanizing stray cats.  Ruckdaschel stated that it costs more to euthanize 
than to neuter.  Motion by Wright, seconded by Gosse, to approve paying up to $2,000.00 per year billed to the city to 
the Trap, Neuter and Return program for community cats.  Roll Call: Ayes: Gosse, Wright.  Nays: Bell, Hamilton.   
Motion failed 2:2. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Motion by Wright, seconded by Gosse, to approve Resolution No. 2027-02 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 
HIRING OF A PART-TIME LIBRARY ASSISTANT AND SETTING THE SALARY.   Roll Call: Ayes: Bell, 
Wright, Gosse, Hamilton.  Nays: None. Motion carried 4:0. 

 

 

 



Motion by Wright, seconded by Gosse, to approve Resolution No. 2027-03 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 
HIRING OF A PART-TIME LIBRARY ASSISTANT AND SETTING THE SALARY.   Roll Call: Ayes: Hamilton, 
Wright, Gosse, Bell.  Nays: None. Motion carried 4:0. 

 

Motion by Gosse, seconded by Hamilton, to approve Resolution No 2027-04 RESOLUTION INCREASING THE 

SALARY OF THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT EFFECTIVE JULY 18, 2026.  Roll Call: Ayes: Wright, Gosse, 

Hamilton, Bell. Nays: None.  Motion carried 4:0. 

 

Motion by Wright, seconded by Bell, to approve Resolution No 2027-05 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 

HIRING OF A FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER AND SETTING THE SALARY. Roll Call: Ayes: Wright, Bell, 

Gosse, Hamilton. Nays: None.  Motion carried 4:0. 

 

Mayor Masteller spoke regarding the award of contract for the West Echo Trail and Volleyball Court project.  The 

mayor would like the city employees to use our equipment to complete this project.  The mayor has concerns about 

residents crossing South Street to get to this park because there is not a trail on South Street or a crosswalk.  Gosse 

would like the Veterans Park project to be completed before we start this project.  Hamilton would love to see a 

walking bridge across South Street.  Agenda item 9E, Resolution Making Award of Construction Contract – West 

Echo Park Trail & Volleyball Court Project died for lack of a motion.   

 
Public Works Director Michael Fettkether spoke regarding the purchase of Bobcat Skid loader. Fettkether stated that 
the 2014 Bobcat has 986 hours on it.  This skid loader is primarily used for snow removal and patching streets.  The 
hydraulic breaker has had a leak in it for a couple of years and the angle broom is not in good shape.  The mayor 
stated that the city needs to start repairing the main water breaks again this winter.  The mayor would like the city to 
get quotes for the attachments from our local vendor.  Motion by Gosse, seconded by Wright, to approve the quote 

from Del-Clay Farm Equipment in the amount of $18,806.00, after trade-in, to purchase a new 2026 or 2027 Bobcat 
Skid Steer Loader, without any attachments.  Roll Call: Ayes: Wright, Hamilton, Gosse, Bell.  Nays: None. Motion 
carried 4:0. 

 

Mayor Masteller spoke regarding the quote from DKW Tree Service to grind the tree dump.  The mayor stated that the 

city cannot keep adding trees to the tree dump.  A lot of trees are coming from outside of city limits.  The city use to 

require residents to check out a key.  Bell questioned the Department of Natural Resources permit to burn the tree dump.  

Fettkether stated that we need waivers signed by two residents to burn.  If we get the waivers and start burning the tree 

dump, an employee must always be onsite when it is burning.  Hamilton suggested the city buy a chipper and have city 

employees chip the trees.  There was discussion of hiring a company and having a city contract to grind the trees into 

mulch and dirt like the City of Independence does.  This would require a charge on the water/sewer bill.  Motion by 

Gosse, seconded by Hamilton, to approve the proposal from DKW Tree Service, not to exceed $21,000.00 to grind all 

brush, tree limbs, and organic debris visible at the city tree dump, and close the tree dump until the grinding is done.  

The city would re-open the tree dump if there is a storm.  Roll Call: Ayes: Hamilton, Bell, Gosse, Wright.  Nays: None.  

Motion carried 4:0.  

 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Gosse, seconded by Bell, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 4:0. The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 

p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

         Koley Mead 

         City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

REVENUES AND EXPENSES FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE     

 

 REVENUES EXPENSES 

GENERAL  127,630.14 343,736.09 

ROAD USE TAX 35,009.12 72,360.00 

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT 1,530.72 15,339.75 

LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX 30,432.15 90,779.52 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING 412.53 47,570.58 

DEBT SERVICE 92,945.29 250.00 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT .00 .00 

SRF SPONSORED PROJECT .00 .00 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT .00 2,487.50 

SPLASH PAD .00  286.00 

VETERANS PARK 1,150.00 19,288.00 

PROSPECT & HOPKINS STREET .00 .00 

WATER 39,925.88 19,209.51 

SEWER 73,413.52 426,297.36 

WATER DEPOSITS/SALES TAX 2,339.57 2,598.91 

TOTAL 404,788.92 1,040,203.22 


